Community Conversation About Early Childhood L
Programs and Services ‘

The Communities for Kids initiative was created in response to community requests for assistance with shortages of high-quality early
care and education programs — shortages that both impact children’s optimal development and pose a challenge for communities
hoping to attract and retain the viable workforces they need to thrive.

Communities for Kids partners with communities’” public and private entities to support and coordinate planning for access to
high-quality early care and education for all children birth through age eight. These partnerships are customized to address each
community’s unique assets and needs — so each community can grow and prosper well into the future.

Platte County, NE, Demographics Other Demographics

_ Total Population 0-5: 2,903

White — 77%
/ Black — .5%
M Asian — .8%
Populat Hispanic — 20%
(;F;u;sl(;m N M Native American — .2%
! M Other — 1.5%
Median Household Income Public Early Childhood Programs
Public Pre-Kindergarten programs 8
$60,878 AN PIES
Head Start or Early Head Start 4
Sixpence - Center-based 0
Total Public Center-based Spots 163
Estimated per capita income $30,822 (Part-time 50% capacity)
Columbus Population below 185 % poverty level 22.8% . .
Nebraska Population below 185% poverty level 24.7% Public Early Childhood Programs
Licensed In-home Childcare Providers 40
Childcare and Preschool Availability Licensed Center-based Childcare Providers 14
Number of children
? under age 6 with all 2 309 Licensed Preschool Providers 4
available parents 1 4
. working Total Full-Time Capacity 0-5 1,135
(Part-time 75% capacity)
Total number of
licensed childcare spots —1 ,1 35 Comparison Rates and Outcomes
(75% capacity)
£
Total number of public
Pre-K and EHS/HS spots 1 63 Free/Reduced Lunch 44% 46%
(50% capacity)
High School Graduation Rate ~ 86% 88%

Number of children
}~ “# under age 6 not = 1,011 English Learners 13% 7%

.p ] enrolled in a private

licsned or public ,'G

preschoo| ap of available early

childhood options



Do you feel that there are enough child care
options in your community?

Children and Families

Do you currently use a childcare provider?

In the last 12 months, has a lack of childcare caused you to
miss work, be tardy, or cause a distraction at work?

I Yes-19%
M No-60%
[ Idon't know - 21%

Answered: 465 Skipped: 59

How important is high-quality
childcare/preschool in your community?

M Yes-58%
7 No-42%

Answered: 283 Skipped: 241

Community

Do you feel the childcare/preschool that is offered
in your community is high-quality?

M Yes-39%
7 No-44%
[ N/A-44%

Answered: 283 Skipped: 241

On a scale of one to five, five being the most important, what
priority would you give to high-quality childcare availability
for the future growth & development of Platte County?

1 Important - 92 %
M Sort of important - 7%
[71 Notimportant - 1%

Answered: 465  Skipped: 59

S

7 Yes-32% Some - 40%
M No-3% N/A-2%
[0 I'don't know - 23%

Answered: 466 Skipped: 58
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